Bloomsday #31—May 6, 2007

The Fit For Bloomsday youth fitness program enjoys a surge in numbers, with 85 schools and nearly 6,000 children participating. Changes to Bloomsday implemented in 2006 to the start, finish and timing system are refined slightly, but the biggest change is before Sunday morning, as Check-In and Trade Show are relocated to the new Convention Center, just east of the site that has been their home for nearly 30 years. Whimsical metal sculptures by artist “Blowtorch Annie” are on display at the show, and are later positioned at mile marks along the course. The sculptures are sold to sponsors, with proceeds benefiting the Vanessa Behan Crisis Nursery, Bloomsday’s official charity in 2006 and 2007. A calm, cool and sunny morning greets 44,180 entrants for the first run in Bloomsday’s fourth decade. John Korir outsprints two contenders on the final downhill for his third Bloomsday victory, and Edna Kiplagat shakes Teyba Erkesso at six miles and surges ahead for the women’s title. Saul Mendoza edges Krige Schabort to earn his tenth consecutive wheelchair title, while first-timer Amanda McGrory outwheels Shirley Reilly for the women’s victory. The University of Illinois wins Bloomsday’s first-ever college wheelchair competition over the University of Arizona. Among the 40,362 finishers is 1982 Bloomsday champion Henry Rono, who runs 50:35 at age 55. A green shirt showing the Monroe Street Bridge proves extremely popular with the crowd.

Bloomsday #32—May 4, 2008

Promotional poster by Spokane artist Steve Merryman, the second in a series, encourages runners to “Take a Running Tour of Historic Browne’s Addition.” In spite of coming on the heels of the second snowiest winter in Spokane history, Bloomsday numbers post the first significant increase in five years, with entries surging by over 3,000. That includes approximately 100 runners at Camp Echo in southern Iraq, participants in the “Bloomsday Away” program for service men and women. Bloomsday hosts guest speaker Kathrine Switzer, the first woman to officially run the Boston Marathon. Cancer Patient Care, Bloomsday’s official charity for 2008, raises funds through the sale of “Go For the Gold” singlets that can be personalized to honor a loved one battling cancer. For the first time, notice of bib number and color group assignment is emailed to online entrants a week before the run. Also for the first time, entrants can order souvenir gear with their name, city, team and other personalized information. Sunny weather greets runners on race morning, and US Senator Maria Cantwell acts as celebrity starter. Micah Kogo takes advantage of the conditions, racing to a new Bloomsday record of 33:51. Lineth Chepkurui wins the women’s race on her first try, while perennial wheelchair champion Saul Mendoza is upset by Aaron Gordian. Amanda McGrory repeats her 2007 wheelchair victory over Shirley Reilly, and Arizona takes the team title in Bloomsday’s second “Collegiate Challenge” competition. 59.2% of finishers are female, the highest percentage in Bloomsday history.
Bloomsday #33—May 3, 2009

Residents recovering from a second straight winter of massive snowfalls seem eager to get back outdoors, as entries surge for the second straight year. 51,259 register, the highest total since 2002. Finisher totals also grow again to 45,477, although fear of a possible swine flu outbreak, coupled with the threat of rainy weather, hold the numbers down. In the end conditions on race morning are cool, pleasant and dry. Promotion for the 33rd Bloomsday featurs ads with a comicbook superhero theme, as entrants are encouraged to “Flex Your Superpowers!” and reach the finish by defeating villains like Dr. Sloth and Procrastinator. Promotion also includes social networking through a Facebook fan page, which by race day includes over 2,000 members. Bloomsday also takes steps to reduce, reuse and recycle as part of its “Getting Greener” initiative, and over a ton of water cups collected along the route are composted. Runners on race day are sent on their way by celebrity starter Jon Knight, coach of the North Central High School boys cross country team, the number one team in the nation in 2008. Addition of a US citizen purse of $20,000 results in a number of Americans finishing among the top 25, including Dan Browne in fifth and local star Forest Braden in 12th. Braden’s time of 35:45 is the fastest ever by a Spokane resident. John Yuda of Tanzania becomes the first non-Kenyan winner in 15 years, Lineth Chepkurui repeats as women’s champion, and Krige Schabort and Amanda McGrory capture the wheelchair titles.
Bloomsday #34—May 2, 2010

After four years of computer chip timing, Bloomsday adopts the Chronotrack D-tag—a strip of plastic with RFID embedded in it. This takes the place of chips attached with a Velcro strip around the ankle. The new system is simpler and proves extremely accurate. Registration totals 55,090, an increase of more than 3,800 over 2009. The percentage of female participation reaches an all-time high of 60%. Travelers Insurance and GD Itronix are added to the list of Major Sponsors, while official 2010 charity SNAP encourages the community to purchase “SNAPetizers” at participating restaurants on Bloomsday weekend to help raise funds for the organization. Cool, sunny weather greets runners on race morning, and Lineth Chepkurui takes advantage by posting a world 12K best of 38:10 while notching her third straight Bloomsday title. Peter Kirui takes the men’s title, with Jordan Bird and Amanda McGrory emerging as wheelchair champions. Christine Kennedy sets a women’s national age 55-59 record of 48:22, and John Keston sets the men’s 85-89 record of 1:16:14. One of two new team programs added this year, the School Challenge, attracts nearly 30 teams, with the Jasper Place Rebels of Jasper Place High School in Edmonton, Alberta, finishing as the fastest overall team. A second new competition, the Bloomsday-Hoopfest Team Championship, fails to draw enough teams and is cancelled. 50,721 finishers are recorded, the highest number since 1996.
Bloomsday #35—May 1, 2011

Early registration was running 40% ahead of 2010 numbers at the end of January, but by the first Sunday in May things had returned to normal, and the field increased by a little over 1,500. The sour economy and a worldwide shortage of cotton made securing sufficient T-shirts a challenge, but in the end all finishers were taken care of. Bloomsday partnered with Step Up Spokane, a new non-profit that encourages daily physical activity and healthier eating, in offering a training program. Participants could also sign on to Twitter for regular tweets about Bloomsday. A misty fog on race morning burned off just in time for a sunny start, preceded by a marriage ceremony for participants Karen Fall and Michael Smith. At the end of a tactical women’s race, Misiker Mekonnin outsprinted five women on the homestretch to become Bloomsday’s  first Ethiopian winner, male or female. In the men’s race, Kenyans Simon Ndirangu and Allan Kiprono went one-two and posted two of the fastest times ever run on the course. In celebration of the 35th running, 35 bands were on the course, 35-year medals were offered for sale, and iPads were awarded to the 35th, 350th, 3,500th and 35,000th finishers. For the first time, individual video clips were posted along with photos after the race. Later in the year, Bloomsday broke ground for a new office and warehouse in the West Central Neighborhood.
